In the present paper a description of Stylascalaphus fabiani sp. n., a new taxon from Pakistan, is given with illustrations.
The majority of ascalaphid species fly at dusk of the day and at night therefore the ascalaphid collectors, who mainly use grass and canopy netting, rarely encounter them in abundance and can only collect few specimens. However, many of the lepidopterologists who are in search of the nocturnal fauna often come across the crepuscular and the nocturnal ascalaphid species. For several decades, Hungarian lepidopterologists have visited Asian countries researching the nocturnal moth fauna and during their fieldwork they collected numerous ascalaphid species. The scientific processing of this significant collection is still ongoing with the aim to give description of new taxa. The present paper gives a description of a new taxon.
Taxonomy
Stylascalaphus fabiani sp. n. Head: Vertex black with long dense soft white hairs intermingled with black ones. Frons shinning black with dense long soft white tufts of hairs on both sides laterally. Genae black but narrow yellow brand next to eyes, hairless. Clypeus and labrum yellow- ish-brown. Sparse rather long white hairs on edges of clypeus laterally. Hairs on labrum only along ventral margin short rare silky ochreous curved to mouthpart. Mandibule yellow with black apices. Maxillae and labial palpi ochreous. Palpi segments with rather long sparse white hairs but at the joins of last two segments with some stiff black setae. Occiput black and postorbital sclerite yellow, hairless. Eyes rather large divided with a suture-like inflection transversally. Antennae 29-30 mm, at least as long as the distance between base of forewing and pterostigma. Scape black with long black hairs intermingled with many white ones. Pedicel also black with narrow yellowish-brown margin distally. Flagellar segments rather equal without setae. Flagellar segments board out at the joins. Two thirds of segments proximally yellowish-brown, rather brown distally. Club brownish-yellow with short black smoothing verticals; subglobular-shaped with flattened apex.
Thorax: Pronotum narrow blackish but both flexed upwards margins yellow with white hairs anteriorly and intermingled with many black ones posteriorly. Lateral projection black with blackish hairs. Notum on meso and metapterothorax velvet-like black with rather long dense greyish hairs. Subtriangular-shaped hairless black spots on lateral projections of metascutum. Sides black with dense soft white hairs.
Legs dark brown. Coxa, trochanter with long white hairs. Hairs on femur white ventrally but stiff black dorsally. Tibia and tarsus stiff black hairs. Tarsal segment 1 longer than segment 2. Tibial spurs as long as segments 1 and 2 together. Planta with bristles, 2 of them a bit shorter than claws. Claws long black. Forewing: 28-29 mm long, 9-10 mm wide. Hindwing: 26-27 mm long, 8-9 mm wide (Figs 1-2) . Membrane transparent. Longitudinal and cross veins yellowish-brown. C vein with short dense smoothing black setae but setae on veins rather sparse black. Pterostigma rhomboid-shaped, light ochreous with 3 yellowish-brown cross-veins. Apical area beyond vein Sc+R with two rows of cells. 5 radial cross-veins in front of origin of Rs in forewing, 3 in hindwing. Hindwing colour similar to forewing but pterostigma with 3 cross-veins. Ambient vein on anal area with long soft brown hairs (Figs 3-4) .
Abdomen: 26-27 mm long. Tergite 1 split dorsally; dark brown with long soft black hairs. Abdominal acrotergite black narrow halfring-like. Tergites dark brown with longitudinal yellow stripe centrally. On posterior part of tergite 3 with a processus covered by short rather dense stiff black setae (Fig. 5) . Setae on tergites sparse black. Sternites dark brown with somewhat yellow pattern centrally.
Genitalia: Male. Tergite 9 small, sub-rhomboid-shaped; dark brown with yellow margins and some long stiff black setae caudally and ventrally. Sternite 9 rhomboidshaped, dark brown with yellowish margins caudally and short stiff black setae in ventral view. Ectoprocts yellow with dark brown spot, narrow bar-like, not fused dorsally, apex rounded. Stiff black setae on ectoprocts ventro-laterally and short rather dense brown along caudal margin (Figs 6-7) . Gonarcus hood-like, fused with parameres. Pelta present, small. Pulvini bag-like with rather long gonosetae.
Female. Tergite 9 dark brown subtriangular shape with yellowish rounded margin caudo-ventrally in lateral view. Setae on tergite 9 usually medium long black but rather sparse and stiff caudo-ventrally. Ectoprocts yellow, not fused dorsally, slightly elongated caudo-ventrally, with medium long stiff black setae in lateral view. Ventrovalvae yellow (Figs 8-9 ).
DISTRIBUTION Pakistan
Etymology: The new species is dedicated to György Fábián, the Hungarian lepidopterologist.
REMARKS
According to the checklist of the Asian Ascalaphidae (Sziráki, 1998) , the Stylascalaphus genus only contains one single species Stylascalaphus obscurus (Westwood, 1848) from East India. Ghosh (1988) did not mention it from East India. Westwood (1848) gave the description of Ascalaphus obscurus species upon examining a female specimen. After the disappearance of the type specimen of the species, McLachlan (1891), relying on Westwood's short description, made an assumption that the species belonged to the Haplogeniinae subfamily. Based on this information Van der Weele (1909) presented this species after Ptyngidricerus albardanus (McLachlan, 1891) in his Ascalaphid monograph.
During the study of the collection of the Indian Museum, Needham (1901) came across one male and four female specimens from the Himalayas and gave a description of the features of the male. After examining the specimens he concluded that Ascalaphus obscurus described by Westwood belongs to a new genus of the subfamily of Ascalaphidae (=Schizopthalminae) which he named Stylonotus. Oswald and Penny (1991) stated that the genus given by Needham is homonym. Later Sziráki (1998) changed the genus name to Stylascalphus because there had been no recent generic denomination.
While describing the male specimen of the species, Needham (1909) emphatically noted the existence of a processus that is located on the tergite 3 of the male.
Within the Ascalaphidae family, the distinction between tribes based on morphological features is indefinite. Navás (1913) classified Stylascalaphus obscurus as Acmonotini tribe based on processus of the tergite 2 or tergite 3 of the male. Later Navás (1919) fused Acmonotini and Suphalacsini tribes.
In the monograph Australian Ascalaphidae, New (1984) considers the genus from Australia (Pseudencyoposis, Venasca?, Acmonotus, Pilacmonotus, Megacmonotus, Pseudodisparomitus) which had a processus on the tergite 2 endemic taxa. The collecting site of Fillus, the only species from South America (Paraguay) which is morphologically similar, is supposed to be unsure.
With regard to its morphological features (i.e. processus on the tergite 3) and its collecting site (Pakistan), the recently found new Stylascalaphus species suggests that this genus is common in the Oriental region in Asia (Fig. 10) .
It might require the comparative study of the development stages to prove that the genus belongs to a higher taxon stages (tribe), meanwhile, genetic and isoenzyme studies could provide great help in tracing back the phylogenetical connections. 
